Be Who God made you to be not Someone Else
1 Samuel 17:

31 ¶ And when the words were heard which David spake, they rehearsed them before Saul: and he sent for him.

32  And David said to Saul, Let no man’s heart fail because of him; thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine.

33  And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him: for thou art but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth.

34  And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father’s sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock:

35  And I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he arose against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him.

36  Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God.

37  David said moreover, The LORD that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, and the LORD be with thee.

38  And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put an helmet of brass upon his head; also he armed him with a coat of mail.

39  And David girded his sword upon his armour, and he assayed to go; for he had not proved it. And David said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them. And David put them off him.
Assayed: (according to dictionary.com)

1. to examine or analyze: to assay a situation; to assay an event.  

Roger D. Christopherson writes:
“To ‘assayed’ something means that you checked it over real good, by putting it on and proving to yourself that you can do battle with it on and in place. Once David had the armor on, he knew immediately that the king's armor was not right for him, it just would not work. This sheep herder knew that not only could he not wear the armor and swing the sword, but he would be crow bait if that is what he wore to go up against the giant for battle.”
David did nit prove Saul’s armor.  He did not try to battle with it before.

If David tried to take on Goliath with Saul equipment, David would have been killed. 

David had the wisdom to say:  “I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them.” And David put them off him.


Now some times other peoples ways of doing things works great and then other times we will find that we just can’t do it like some one else.


Are we trying to be like someone?  Let’s only set our goal to be like Jesus cause mankind has many faults.

Look, don't think u can do it just like someone else

Illustration: (Noel Scott in Library with the Lord)

I remember hearing from a friend of mine who was a new pastor a church.  He followed a very active pastor who was there before him.  He suffered much hearing of all the great things their previous pastor had accomplished and his very outward personality that helped him be an excellent people person.  I remember this new pastor was about to quit because he just could not live up to the previous pastors abilities.  It was during this time I heard brother Scoot share something from his life that spoke to my heart to be able to try to help this pastor friend of mine.  Now for those who know Bro. Noel Scott you know he is an excellent preacher.  But the old devil jumped on his back at a campmeeting when he was younger and told him how you can preach like so and so.  You can’t express yourself like this preacher.  You can’t even come close to the preaching style of this other preacher.  And Brother Scott went down and down, and down in his spirit.  They after a good long season of prayer in the Penn View library, the Lord broke through and showed him that “Noel” I didn’t call you to preach like them or to act like them.  I called you to be you!

Friends It’s time to just be you!

What happened to that new pastor at that church?

Well I gave him the tape of Brother Scott’s messages from camp.  He took offence to it.  He got bitter.  He left the church.  He’s wrecked most of his ministry and I don’t know if he is even pastoring any longer.

Oh that he had just taken the advice I gave him!

If only we can get our eyes off others before we destroy our faith and abilities by trying to live in someone else’s shoes!

Stop comparing yourself to others


1.
the way do things


2.
how successful they are


3.
how many talents they have that you don’t


4.
how many friends they have


5.
how many boys like them?  Yuck!!!


6.
how many girls like them (who him????)

Why do we rate ourselves by the standard of someone elses accomplishments.

Illustration:


I was at a church one time for deputation and the pastor had been with me in a public area somewhere and observed me handing out a tract and talking with someone. The next day at church the pastor mentioned from the pulpit how he went home and prayed after seeing me witness to the lady and was broken before God and ask God to help him and ask God why he couldn’t be so free and do it like me.  After a season of heart filled prayer the Lord helped this brother to realize that he was not made the same as me, he had other skills.  So after a little while he fully realized he had to be himself.

Are you being yourself or trying to be like someone else?

We each are in God’s school at different levels.  We are not all in the university level. And guess what even still today not everyone even goes to college.  God has each of us in His school.  So long as we truly apply ourselves in God’s school with each lesson plan, we will be right where we need to be.  Do you think that I or some others you know ended up the way we are over night.  NO, it took God time to help us walk in His ways and see everything we see today.  And guess what….. we each still have a lot to learn.

I can think of the lesson I learned this summer with the youth and my patience level and easily provoked. Guess what I had to do?  I had to repeat some of God’s lessons and take a make up exame when I blow it.  But do you even humble yourself before God so you know the exam you need to redo?  

Some pointers for you:

1.
Stay close to God
2.
Listen to his voice not others.  (there counsel may be helpful, but only you know the true leadings of God for your life.
3.
So, take their advise when it is Godly, 
but build your own way of doing things according to your abilities, strength, and styles.  (This does not mean when it comes to issues of sin, sin, repentance, and obedience are absolutes with God)  I’m talking about the flow of life, being satisfied with our rate of growth, not to be under bondage that we need to be ahead like so and so…

So lets look back at David and see what happened when David used the abilities God gave him….

1 Samuel 17

40 ¶ And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a shepherd’s bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in his hand: and he drew near to the Philistine.

41  And the Philistine came on and drew near unto David; and the man that bare the shield went before him.

42  And when the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he disdained him: for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance.

43  And the Philistine said unto David, Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves? And the Philistine cursed David by his gods.

44  And the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field.

45  Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied.

46  This day will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and I will give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.

47  And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD’S, and he will give you into our hands.

48 ¶ And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and drew nigh to meet David, that David hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine.

49  And David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth.

50  So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him; but there was no sword in the hand of David.

51  Therefore David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath thereof, and slew him, and cut off his head therewith. And when the Philistines saw their champion was dead, they fled.
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