Date:  May 26, 2002, 11 AM

Announcements:

Revival with the Neville Family (Randy) 


Tuesday-Sunday

Help with providing transportation

Van, on Thursday

Read the ACLJ update

Song Service: 

448 From Every Stormy Wind

437 Blessed Assurance

410 A New Name in Glory

Prayer:


Sister Marlene Lantz


Premature babies, Jackie's and Natalie's


David Fredrick


Sister Vivian

Terry Linn


Revival


Those we do not see regular at our church services


Bob Bustin


Eddie Arnold


Zina

Will you pass this prayer request for the Larry & Mona O'Conner Family from Wellsboro. Their 2 year old daughter Natalie, was just diagnosed with leukemia. She is in Geisinger Children's Hospital. This just happened from a simple blood test taken on Tuesday. There are 2 other daughters, Hanna and Tayilor (you might think I spelled her name wrong, but that is the way it is spelled. Mona's maiden name was Clark, she is from Wellsboro. Larry is from Troy area. So lets get a prayer chain going. Gary Butter's took his big motor home down for them to use for as long as they need it. Good deed done there. 
Laura Rose

Special Requests? 


Unspoken request by raised hands?

Assurance

Text 1 Thessalonians 1-5, 2:12-13

What is Assurance?

Can we have assurance that we are saved?

Can we have assurance of eternal life?

This message is not intended to rock anyone loose of their salvation, but rather to strengthen you faith or reveal that you have a need!

Is anyone going to Mind God today??

I.
What is Assurance?

Assurance means according to Webster:


Pledge, Insurance, Security, Self Confidence


A.
Differences between Insurance and Assurance



1.
Insurance




a.
coverage for failure




b.
only there for us when we need it

Illustration 

car in an accident, when was the insurance applied?  After the accident.



2.
Assurance




a.
knowledge in confidence




b.
proof




c.
undeniable




d.
victory

II.
What is Spiritual Assurance.  


Can we know we are truly saved?

Spiritual assurance is knowing you are saved and on you way to heaven.  Knowing your sins are forgiven!

Not that we got saved some time ago and point to that day, but that we are presently saved.  Have the Victory?

There is assurance of the saving work of God on the soul.

To see the assurance, let us look at some of the evidences of salvation:

III.

Evidences of Assurance of Salvation


A.
The Spirit beareth witness

Romans 8:16  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

1.
Jesus bares the record in the heart

2.
yes by faith, but there will be evedence of the withness of the spirit!


B.
We keep his commandments

1 John 3:24  And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.

Matthew 12:50  For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.


C.
Understanding the Word of the Gospel

-1 Thessalonians 1:5  For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.

-Colossians 2:2  That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ;


D.
The Word worketh within you

Hebrews 10:22  Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

E.
Clear conscience

Hebrews 10:22  Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.


F.
Communion with God



A two way relationship,



Communion in prayer, devotion, decisions in life

IV.

Lets take a current test of our salvation:


A.
Did the Holy Spirit bear witness with yours?


B.
Do you keep his commandments?

C.
Do you have Understanding of the Word of the Gospel, whether it by in the Bible, the Preaching, Testimony.  


Do you have understanding?


God is not the author of confusion!

God promises that the Holy Ghost will be our 


teacher.


D.
Does the The Word worketh within you


E.
Is your conscience CLEAR



False Guilt vs. Conviction




False Guilt, no evidence, not sin, just guilty feelings




Conviction, feeling guilty and knowing are, you done the deed, you've committed the sin!

F.
Communion with God



A real live vivid relationship

V.

There is proof to the Assurance of your salvation


A.
found in you results from 



1.
the test



2.
your life



3.
your desires to be near Christ and His People



4.
living a righteous life

Isaiah 32:17  And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever.



5.
 That you continue in the Doctrine:

1 Tim 4:16  Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.




Continue in the Doctrine of the Lord!

If these are missing, better check up on your heart
Jesus can make the assurance ring true in your life too.  We don't need to be in bondage of sin any longer.  Jesus can set us free!

Jesus is the bringer of Assurance!  He is our Assurance!

VI.

For those who persist we shall have eternal life.

We must be overcomers

Revelation 2:7  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

Revelation 2:11  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.

Revelation 2:17  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.

Revelation 2:26  And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations:

Revelation 3:5  He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.

Revelation 3:12  Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.

Revelation 3:21  To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.

Revelation 21:7  He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.
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