Assurance of Salvation
Text 

1 John 3:

19  And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him.

20 ¶ For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.

21  Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God.

22  And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.

What is Assurance?

Key Text:

21  Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God.
19  And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him.
Can we have assurance that we are saved?

Can we have assurance of eternal life?

This message is not intended to rock anyone loose of their salvation, but rather to strengthen your faith or reveal that you have a need!

Is anyone going to Mind God today??

I.
What is Assurance?

Assurance means according to Webster:


Pledge, Insurance, Security, Self Confidence


A.
Differences between Insurance and Assurance



1.
Insurance




a.
coverage for failure




b.
only there for us when we need it

Illustration 

car in an accident, when was the insurance applied?  After the accident.



2.
Assurance




a.
knowledge in confidence




b.
proof




c.
undeniable




d.
victory


B.
We need to have Spiritual Assurance
II.
What is Spiritual Assurance.  


Can we know we are truly saved?

Spiritual assurance is knowing you are saved and on your way to heaven.  Knowing your sins are forgiven and under the Blood of Jesus!

Psalms 103:12  As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.

There is assurance of the saving work of God on the soul.

To see the assurance, let us look at some of the evidences of salvation:

III.

Evidences of Assurance of Salvation


A.
The Spirit beareth witness

Romans 8:16  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

1.
Jesus bares record in the heart

2.
Yes by faith, but there will be evidence of the witness of the spirit!


B.
We keep his commandments

· 1 John 3:24  And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.

· Matthew 12:50  For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.


C.
There will be an understanding of the 




Kingdom of God
· John 3:3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.
· We need to be born of God before we can fully see and understand the things of God

· 1 Thessalonians 1:5  For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.
· Colossians 2:2  That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ;

D.
A new Heart and The Holy Spirit is within you

· Ezekiel 36:26  A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.
· Ezekiel 36:27  And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.

· Luke 17:21  Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.


E.
Clear conscience

Hebrews 10:22  Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.


F.
Communion with God



A two way relationship,



Communion in prayer, devotion, decisions in life

IV.

Lets take a current test of our salvation:


A.
Did the Holy Spirit bear witness with yours?


B.
Do you keep his commandments?

C.
Do you have Understanding of the Word of the Gospel, whether it by in the Bible, the Preaching, Testimony.  


Do you have understanding?


God is not the author of confusion!

God promises that the Holy Ghost will be our 


teacher.


D.
Did you receive a new Heart and is The Holy 



Spirit working within you

E.
Is your conscience CLEAR

False Guilt vs. Conviction

False Guilt = no evidence, have not sinned, just guilty feelings. (feelings can deceive)

True Christ lead Conviction = feeling guilty and knowing you are, you done the 


deed, you've committed the sin. (You need to repent and seek for forgiveness!)


F.
Communion with God



A real live vivid relationship

V.

There is proof to the Assurance of your salvation


A.
found in you results from 



1.
the test



2.
your life



3.
your desires to be near Christ and His People



4.
living a righteous life

Isaiah 32:17  And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever.



5.
 That you continue in the Doctrine:

1 Tim 4:16  Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.




Continue in the Doctrine of the Lord!



If these are missing, better check up on your heart
Jesus can make the assurance ring true in your life too.  We don't need to be in bondage of sin any longer.  Jesus can set us free!

Jesus is the bringer of Assurance!  He is our Assurance!

VI.

For those who persist we shall have eternal life.

We must be overcomers

Revelation 2:7  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

Revelation 2:11  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.

Revelation 2:17  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.

Revelation 2:26  And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations:

Revelation 3:5  He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.

Revelation 3:12  Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.
Revelation 3:21  To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.

Revelation 21:7  He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.

· Colossians 2:2  That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ;

· 1 Thessalonians 1:5  For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.
· 2 Timothy 1:12  For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.

· Hebrews 10:22  Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.
· 1 John 2:3 ¶ And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.

· 1 John 3:19  And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him.

· 1 John 4:13  Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.
· 1 John 5:10 ¶ He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son.
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