Ascension of Christ

Text:

Luke 22:63-69

63 ¶ And the men that held Jesus mocked him, and smote him.

64  And when they had blindfolded him, they struck him on the face, and asked him, saying, Prophesy, who is it that smote thee?

65  And many other things blasphemously spake they against him.

66  And as soon as it was day, the elders of the people and the chief priests and the scribes came together, and led him into their council, saying,

67  Art thou the Christ? Tell us. And he said unto them, If I tell you, ye will not believe:

68  And if I also ask you, ye will not answer me, nor let me go.

69  Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the right hand of the power of God.

Christ told the Jews that;

Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the right hand of the power of God.

Text:

Luke 24 tells of the Ascension of Christ on this wise:

50 ¶ And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them.

51  And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.

52  And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy:

53  And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen.
Mark 16: ends it like this:

19 ¶ So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.

20  And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.
In Acts 1 it is record as such

9  And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.

10  And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up,….
Prayer

The Ascension was the exaltation and glory of Jesus Christ after His work was accomplished.

Philippians 2: 

8  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

9  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:
10  That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;). 

Acts 5:31  Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.

Hebrews 1:3  Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

He had a threefold glory: 

1
As the Son of God before the Incarnation 

John 17:5  And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.

2
As God manifest in the flesh 

John 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 1:14  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

3 as the exalted Son of God after the Resurrection and Ascension;
 Luke 24:26 Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?

1 Peter 1:21 Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.

The Ascension meant very much to Christ Himself

I see His exaltation to the right hand of the father meaning 3 things.


i. 
The fulfillment of Prophesy

Psalms 68:18  Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou hast received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also, that the LORD God might dwell among them.


i
The proof of victory (Ephesians 4:8);


Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.


ii
The place of power 

1 Peter 3:22  Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him.
Acts 2:33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. 



34  For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand,



35  Until I make thy foes thy footstool.


iii
A Preisthood of intercession for sinners

Hebrews 7:

24  But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.

25  Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.

26  For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens;

27  Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people’s: for this he did once, when he offered up himself.

28  For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore.

The ascension of Christ was also a significant realization to the disciples who thought He was going to erect a Earthly kingdom

Acts 1:6  When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?

Christ Let’s them know it is not for them to know

Acts 1:7  And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.

Finally today I would like to say that the Ascension of Christ came with a 

promise of His return

Acts 1:

10  And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel;

11  Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.
Lets end like Luke did:

Luke 24:

51  And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.

52  And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy:

53  And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen.
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