Angry, Raca, Fool

Matthew 5:

21 ¶ Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:

22  But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.

Adam Clarke:

Whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause]
What our Lord seems here to prohibit, is not merely that miserable facility which some have of being angry at every trifle, continually taking offence against their best friends; but that anger which leads a man to commit outrages against another, thereby subjecting himself to that punishment which was to be inflicted on those who break the peace.  

Shall be in danger of the judgment]  

It is likely that the scripture here means, to have the matter brought before a senate, composed of twenty-three magistrates, whose business it was to judge in cases of murder and other capital crimes.  Who punished criminals by strangling or beheading.

Some might teach that this could possibly mean the judgment of God, but then where does the rest of the scriptures point in the realm of punishment?

Raca]  
to be empty.  It signifies a vain, empty, worthless fellow, shallow brains, a term of great contempt,  a term of reproach used among the Jews in the time of Christ.  Such expressions were punished among the Gentoos by a heavy fine. 

The council]  
The Greek here is sunedrion (soon-ed’-ree-on;) the famous council, known among the Jews by the name of Sanhedrin.  It was composed of seventy-two elders, six chosen out of each tribe.  This grand Sanhedrin not only received appeals from the inferior Sanhedrins, or court of twenty-three mentioned above, and alone inflict the punishment of stoning. 

Thou fool]

moros (mo-ros’), to rebel, a rebel against God, apostate from all good.  This term implied, among the Jews, the highest enormity, and most aggravated guilt. Among the Gentoos, such an expression was punished by cutting out the tongue, and thrusting a hot iron, of ten fingers breadth, into the mouth of the person who used it. 

Shall be in danger of hell fire.]
shall be liable to the hell of fire.  

Here the scriptures are referring to: 

Hell fire-In the valley of Hinnom (whence the word in the original is taken) the children were used to be burnt alive to Moloch.  It was afterward made a receptacle for the filth of the city, where continual fires were kept to consume it.  And it is probable, if any criminals were burnt alive, it was in this accursed and horrible place.  Therefore both as to its former and latter state, it was a fit emblem of hell.  It must here signify a degree of future punishment, as much more dreadful than those incurred in the two former cases, as burning alive is more dreadful than either strangling or stoning.

In summary

1st. Anger against a man, accompanied with some injurious act. 

2dly.

Contempt, expressed by the term raca, or shallow brains. 

3dly. 

Hatred and mortal enmity, expressed by the term moreh, or apostate, where such apostasy could not be proved.  

Proportioned to these three offences were three different degrees of punishment,
each exceeding the other in its severity, as the offenses exceeded each other in their different degrees of guilt. 

1st.
The judgment, the council of twenty-three, which could inflict the punishment of strangling.  

2dly.
The Sanhedrin, or great council, which could inflict the punishment of stoning.  

3dly.
The being burnt alive in the valley of the son of Hinnom. This appears to be the meaning of our Lord. 
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