Are you fully given over to Christ?

alabaster box of ointment, spoken of for a memorial of her
Mark 14:

1 ¶ After two days was the feast of the passover, and of unleavened bread: and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might take him by craft, and put him to death.

2  But they said, Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar of the people.

3  And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at meat, there came a woman having an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard very precious; and she brake the box, and poured it on his head.

4  And there were some that had indignation within themselves, and said, Why was this waste of the ointment made?

5  For it might have been sold for more than three hundred pence, and have been given to the poor. And they murmured against her.

6  And Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she hath wrought a good work on me.

7  For ye have the poor with you always, and whensoever ye will ye may do them good: but me ye have not always.

8  She hath done what she could: she is come aforehand to anoint my body to the burying.

9  Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her.

This anointing of Jesus by the woman was not the same occasion referred to in John 12 where Jesus feet were anointed by Mary Lazarus's sister, and then wiped with her hair for the following reasons:

1.
The Anointing in John 12 happens six days before the Passover; but in this passage only two days before.

2.
The scene in John 12 is the house of Martha, or of Lazarus; in the other Matthew and Mark that of Simon the leper.

3.
John mentions the feet of Jesus as anointed by Mary, and wiped with her hair; Matthew and Mark say of His head.

Hence we know that these were two different occasions where Christ was Anointed.

For today let look at this woman who anointed Jesus.

Why did she do it?

What was the significance of this action?

Why was such a simple act recorded in the first place?

4  And there were some that had indignation within themselves, and said, Why was this waste of the ointment made?


They looked on with human eyes and only seen what they wanted to see.  They did not see this woman’s devotion to anoint Christ, all they saw was what they thought was important.



Do we ever look on things and only see what is important to us?


What of all the other things that are going on with the situations that we are not focusing on?

The disciples went on to say:

5  For it might have been sold for more than three hundred pence, and have been given to the poor. And they murmured against her.

Now they seen how much the ointment was worth, but did they see the Woman's heart was fully given over to Christ?

This woman spent what is somewhere around equivalent to 300 days worth of average wages on this ointment.  This was probably her life’s worth for almost a year.  She gave it all to the Lord.

Christ was so important to her that she wanted to give herself fully over to Him.  And in doing so, she spent all this money on the ointment.  

Are we fully given over to Christ? Is Christ what our lives are about?
Now I know we need to live and life is full of things to keep us busy, but do we make Christ the center of our life?

Mark 8:34

34  And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

35  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same shall save it.

36  For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?

37  Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?

38  Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.

Have you given your life over to Christ.  I mean all of it?

Or are you still living for yourself?

You know we sometimes cloak our true desires under a pretense that we are going to do something else more spiritual.

Like the disciples who were saying that this could have been sold and the money given to the poor.

Adam Clarke said:

“How often does charity serve as a cloak for covetousness!  God is sometimes robbed of his right under the pretence of devoting what is withheld to some charitable purpose, to which there was no intention ever to give it.”

Do we play around with our full dedication of our lives to Christ.  Or are we fully dedicated and live completely for Christ?

We cannot be fully given over to Christ so long as the world holds its place in our hearts.  WE must be done with the world.

Are we fully given over to Christ?
Jesus Christ thought that what this woman did was so important that he said in verse 9:

“Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her.”
What in our lives would be important enough that Christ would say this could be said as a memorial of you?
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