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Colossians 3:1-17

1 ¶ If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

2  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

3  For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.

4  When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.

5 ¶ Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:

6  For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience:

7  In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them.

8 ¶ But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.

9  Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;

10  And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:
11  Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.

12 ¶ Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;

13  Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.

14  And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.

15  And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.

16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

17  And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.
Friends if we must Set our affections on things above, and not on things on the earth.
We must set our minds on things Above not on this dying Earth.

Illustration:


A College youth was on the verge of making the supreme consecration when the tempter whispered,  “There is too much to be sacrificed, for the path of the religious life is hard and stony, and all the pleasures will have to be given up, and you will be miserable to the end of your days.”


How many of us have heard this one before?


The youth slept, and upon awakening in the morning, these words were impressed upon him with overpowering force:  “My yoke is easy and my burden is light,” an all –persuading Voice seemed to say, “follow me and all the years that haunt you shall vanish forever.”

The enemy says you can’t afford to consecrate your life for the loss of your may pleasures, Jesus says “My yoke is easy and my burden is light”

Let set our affections on things above and quiet the Devil.

Pleasure seeking has a cost and great loss.

Heb 11

24  By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; 

25  Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 

2 Timothy 3:

1 ¶ This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.

2  For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,

3  Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,

4  Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;

5  Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

6  For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts,

7  Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

8  Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.

9  But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also was.

James 4:4  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.

Into:

Men and Brethren we live in a society and world where just about anything Goes.  All is acceptable.  


“That’s between God and them.”


“They have a rights to do as they please”


“Who are we to Judge.”


“I can do that, it doesn’t bother my conscience.”

The World is full of things to draw us towards pleasures.

But what does God’s Word say about serving pleasures.

2  For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,

3  Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,

4  Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;

5  Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

Pleasure seeking and worldliness go hand and hand together.  


Unfortunately we will ether break it or die in it.

Notices the scriptures did not lovers of ungodly pleasures more than lovers of God, rather it says:


“lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;”

5  Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

Notice such have a form of godliness but lack what?


Power thereof!

We can not serve God and the world at the same time!

"know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God."

Friendship with the world


A.
Them or God

Romans 12:2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Matthew 16:26  For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?


B.
The world will leave you when you've really been saved  and Jesus Christ is living in you.  




Why   YOU WILL:






speak of your Lord, 






not continue to do the worldly things






pleasure seeking will cease 

If we still desire this world pleasure’s we had better take our Spiritual Temperature, for we are running deadly fever.

C.
Where are our affections, God or the things of the world?

Colossians 3:2  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.



Is it Christ that we love



Are we having trouble with the lust of the world?

Titus 2:12  Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;

1 John 2: 
15  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

16  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

17  And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.

He that doeth the will of God abideth for ever:


What is the will of God?



Given over the Prayer and the Word

What do we spend our time doing?


A.
Do we spend more time in the Word of God than in our entertainments?


B.
Do we spend more time in Prayer than in our entertainments?
In days gone by the saints of God did not abstain from certain things because of it being ungodly, but because it would take away there time from doing what God has called us to do.

Our text for today reads:


“lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;”

5  Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.


Why do you we think there is a lack of power when one is a lover of pleasure?


Why do you we think there is a lack of power when one is a lover of pleasure?

Because doing that which takes away from the will of God, drains us of our love for God and hence leaves us without power in our lives.

When is the last time the Spirit of God really manifested in our prayer lives?

When is the last time the Spirit of God was bringing the Word of God alive from it’s pages?

Are we being overtaken by worldly pleasures:

Poverty 

Proverbs 21:17 ¶ He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: he that loveth wine and oil shall not be rich.

Isaiah 22:13  And behold joy and gladness, slaying oxen, and killing sheep, eating flesh, and drinking wine: let us eat and drink; for to morrow we shall die.

False Security 

Isaiah 47:8  Therefore hear now this, thou that art given to pleasures, that dwellest carelessly, that sayest in thine heart, I am, and none else beside me; I shall not sit as a widow, neither shall I know the loss of children:

Isaiah 47:9  But these two things shall come to thee in a moment in one day, the loss of children, and widowhood: they shall come upon thee in their perfection for the multitude of thy sorceries, and for the great abundance of thine enchantments.

Spiritual Barrenness 

Luke 8:14  And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection.

Presumption 

Luke 12:19  And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.

Spiritual Death 

1 Timothy 5:6  But she that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.

2 Timothy 3:
4  Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;

5  Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

6  For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts,

7  Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

8  Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.

9  But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also was.

Titus 3:3  For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.

James 5:5  Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter.
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