A New Creature in Christ

Reading:  2 Corinthians 5:16-21

17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

Illustration

Skim: Genesis 1  Creation


God c-r-e-a-t-e-d life



A spiritual life in Christ must be created and we must become a new Creature!


The spiritual birth is creation.

I.
Dangers and symptoms of only adding Christianity to our lives


A.
Our lives will be hollow, 



1.
still empty, just an outer shell


B.
Frequently Failing 



Note the sinner comes short of the Glory of God:




Romans 3:23  For all have sinned, and come 








short of the glory of God;


C.
Ever confessing with no real victory over sin


D.
Straying from the flock, inconsistency in attendance


E.
Loose living


F.
Doing what we've always done before, sins


G.
Still living in the ways of the world



1.
No real seperation, still dress and act the 




same,



2.
Still visiting the same places



3.
still hanging with the same old crowd




who are living in sin.
1 ¶ Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.  (you can't hangout with sinners and be Christian!)


H.
Very shallow, only skimming the surface of the



Christian walk



1.
In the bible



2.
In prayer



3.
In overall devotion to Christ


I.
never full assurance of salvation


J.
Not truly a new Creature in Christ

II.
We must become a Christian by a creation process


A New Creature in Christ

17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
Adam Clarke wrote in his commentary:

If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature]  It is vain for a man to profess affinity to Christ according to the flesh, while he is unchanged in his heart and life, and dead in trespasses and sins; for he that is in Christ, that is, a genuine Christian, having Christ dwelling in his heart by faith, is a new creature; his old state is changed: he was a child of Satan, he is now a child of God; he was a slave of sin, and his works were death; he is now made free from sin, and has his fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.  He was before full of pride and wrath; he is now meek and humble.  He formerly had his portion in this life, and lived for this world alone; he now hath GOD for his portion, and he looks not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are eternal.  Therefore, old things are passed away. 

  Behold, all things are become new.]  The man is not only mended, but he is new made; he is a new creature, a new creation, a little world in himself; formerly, all was in chaotic disorder; now, there is a new creation, which God himself owns as his workmanship, and which he can look on and pronounce very good.  The conversion of a man from idolatry and wickedness was among the Jews denominated a new creation.


A.
Must be created by God



1.
We cannot just be Christian

Adam Clarke wrote:

Verse 18.  And all things are of God]  As the thorough conversion of the soul is compared to a new creation, and creation is the proper work of an all-wise, almighty Being; then this total change of heart, soul, and life, which takes place under the preaching of the Gospel, is effected by the power and grace of God: this is salvation, and salvation must ever be of the Lord; and therefore men should apply to him, who alone can work this wondrous change.

B.
Salvation is only by Christ



1.
Must realize Christ died for our sins



2.
Our trust for redemption is by faith in Christ




a.
No strength in ourselves to be Christian





its only by a changed devoted life in Christ!

Have trusted Christ by faith?

Read pages 88-89, from Know So Religion, by Robert E. England, section titled "An Unforgettable Day:  May 24, 1738" on the conversion of John Wesley


C.
Re-Creation of the heart, 



creates A New Creature in Christ



Are you truly a new creature in Christ?



Are old things passed away?



Are all things become a new?

The Bible reads!

17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

Are you truly A New Creature in Christ?
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