A Choice to Make I Have
Exodus 2

1 ¶  And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took to wife a daughter of Levi.

2  And the woman conceived, and bare a son: and when she saw him that he was a goodly child, she hid him three months.

3  And when she could not longer hide him, she took for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with pitch, and put the child therein; and she laid it in the flags by the river’s brink.

4  And his sister stood afar off, to wit what would be done to him.

5 ¶  And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself at the river; and her maidens walked along by the river’s side; and when she saw the ark among the flags, she sent her maid to fetch it.

6  And when she had opened it, she saw the child: and, behold, the babe wept. And she had compassion on him, and said, This is one of the Hebrews’ children.

7  Then said his sister to Pharaoh’s daughter, Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee?

8  And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, Go. And the maid went and called the child’s mother.

9  And Pharaoh’s daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And the woman took the child, and nursed it.

10  And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. And she called his name Moses: and she said, Because I drew him out of the water.
The enemy wants to destroy our lives, but will we bow to the enemy or stand up for truth.

In Chapter one you will find the midwives were told to kill all male babies.

Ex. 1: 
15 ¶  And the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew midwives, of which the name of the one was Shiphrah, and the name of the other Puah:

16  And he said, When ye do the office of a midwife to the Hebrew women, and see them upon the stools; if it be a son, then ye shall kill him: but if it be a daughter, then she shall live.

17  But the midwives feared God, and did not as the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the men children alive.

18  And the king of Egypt called for the midwives, and said unto them, Why have ye done this thing, and have saved the men children alive?

19  And the midwives said unto Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian women; for they are lively, and are delivered ere the midwives come in unto them.

20  Therefore God dealt well with the midwives: and the people multiplied, and waxed very mighty.

21  And it came to pass, because the midwives feared God, that he made them houses.

22  And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive.

I.
The Midwives had a choice

The Midwives had a choice to listen to the Evil heart of the new King or fear God.

You know we too have a choice.

We have a choice to choose sin or to fear God and sin not!

II.
he Mother of Moses had a choice!
3  And when she could not longer hide him, she took for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with pitch, and put the child therein; and she laid it in the flags by the river’s brink.

III.
Pharaoh’s Daughter had a choice!
5 ¶  And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself at the river; and her maidens walked along by the river’s side; and when she saw the ark among the flags, she sent her maid to fetch it.

6  And when she had opened it, she saw the child: and, behold, the babe wept. And she had compassion on him, and said, This is one of the Hebrews’ children.

IV.
Moses’ Sister had a choice!
4  And his sister stood afar off, to wit what would be done to him.

…

7  Then said his sister to Pharaoh’s daughter, Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee?

III.
Pharaoh’s Daughter had another choice!
8  And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, Go. And the maid went and called the child’s mother.

9  And Pharaoh’s daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And the woman took the child, and nursed it.

10  And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. And she called his name Moses: and she said, Because I drew him out of the water.

There were a lot of choices made for this all to happen.
How did this all come about?

You know God leads you to make the right choices, and if we learn to follow his leading we will find the right pathway through life.

Ro 8:14  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
Proverbs 3:
5  Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.

6  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

We can plot and plan, but God brings His will to pass.

Ever make plans for the future and it never happens.

James 4:

13  Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain:

14  Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.

15  For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.

Friends we have choices, but we also have a sovereign God who directs this world.

It would do us all a lot of God if we just submitted to His will and followed His plan for our lives.

1 Corinthians 6:

19  What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?

20  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.

Now you have a Choice!

Will you submit to God’s ways or try to live your own ways?

“And again, unless the human race has the power of avoiding evil and 

choosing good by free choice, they are not accountable for their 

actions.”

      Justin Martyr  (160 A.D.)

“We maintain that each man acts rightly or sins by his free choice.”

      Justine Martyr

“In this manner, the bad man can be justly punished, having become 

depraved through his own fault. Likewise, the just man can be 

deservedly praised for his virtuous deeds since in the exercise of his 

free choice, he refrained from transgressing the will of God.”

      Tatian (160 A.D.)

“We were not created to die. Rather, we die by our own fault. Our free 

will has destroyed us. We who were free have become slaves. We have 

been sold through sin. Nothing evil has been created by God. We 

ourselves have manifested wickedness. But we, who have manifested it, 

are able again to reject it.”

      Tatian

“There is nothing to hinder you from changing your evil manner of 

life, because you are a free man.”

      Melito (170 A.D.)

“If, on the other hand, he would turn to the things of death, 

disobeying God, he would himself be the cause of death to himself. For 

God made man free and with power of himself.”

      Theophilus (180 A.D.)

“But man, being endowed with reason, and in this respect similar to 

God, having been made free in his will, and with power over himself, 

is himself his own cause that sometimes he becomes wheat and sometimes 

chaff.”

      Irenaeus (180 A.D.)

“God has always preserved freedom and the power of self-government in 

man . . .  For God made man free from the beginning, possessing his 

own power, even as he does his own soul, to obey the commandments of 

God voluntarily and not by compulsion of God. For there is no coercion 

with God . . . and in man, as in angels (for angels are rational 

beings) He has placed the power of choice . . .)

      Irenaeus

“Those who work it will receive glory and honor, because they have 

done that which is good when they had it in their power not to do it. 

But those who do not do it will receive the just judgment of God, 

because they did not work good when they had it in their power to do 

so. But if some had been made by nature bad, and others good, these 

latter would not be deserving of praise for being good, for they were 

created that way. Nor would the former be reprehensible for that is 

how they were made. However, all men are of the same nature. They are 

all able to hold fast and to do what is good.  On the other hand, they 

have the power to cast good from them and not to do it.”

      Irenaeus

“If, then, it were not in our power to do or not to do these things, 

what reason did the apostle have and much more the Lord Himself, to 

give us counsel to do some things and to abstain from others? But 

because man is possessed of free will and God is possessed of free 

will (in whose likeness man was created) advice is always given to him 

to hold fast to the good which is done through obedience to God.”

      Irenaeus

“Each one of us who sins with his own free will, chooses punishment. 

So the blame lies with him who chooses, God is without blame. . . . It 

is one’s own fault that he does not choose what is best . . .  Sin, 

then, is voluntary on my part . . . to obey or not is in our own power.”

      Clement of Alexandria (195 A.D.)

“Neither rewards nor punishments are right if the soul does not have 

the power of inclination or disinclination and if evil is involuntary 

. . . In no respect is God the author of evil.  But since free choice 

and inclination originate sins . . . punishments are justly inflicted.”

      Clement of Alexandria

“I find, then, that man was constituted free by God. He was master of 

his own will and power . . . For a law would not be imposed upon one 

who did not have it in his power to render obedience which is due to 

law. Nor again, would the penalty of death be threatened against sin, 

if a contempt of the law were impossible to man in the liberty of his 

will . . . Man is free with a will either for obedience or resistance.”

      Tertullian (207 A. D.)

“Christ passed through every stage in life in order that He Himself 

could serve as a law for persons of every age, and that, by being 

present among us, He could demonstrate His own manhood as a model for 

all men. Furthermore through Himself He could prove that God made 

nothing evil and that man possesses the capacity of 

self-determination. For man is able to both will and not to will. He 

is endowed with power to do both.”

      Hippolytus (225 A.D.)

“We are not compelled by various means to do either good or evil, even 

against our own will. For if we are our own masters, some influences 

may perhaps impel us to sin, and others may help us to salvation. We 

are not forced by any necessity to act either rightly or wrongly.”

      Origen (225 A.D.)

“And by any other commandments that He gives, He declares that it lies 

with us to keep what is commanded and that we will reasonably be 

liable to condemnation if we transgress.”

      Origen

“However if the possibility of conquering is equally conferred on all 

of us . . .then the defeated can be justly censured and the victor can 

be praised. . . . for it is not the nature in us that is the cause of 

the evil, rather it is the voluntary choice that works evil.”

      Origen

  “When you are desirous to do well, God is also ready to assist you.” 

  Ignatius (105 A.D.)

“If you bear His name but do not possess His power, it will be in vain 

that you bear His name.”    Hermas  (150 A.D.)

“God ministers eternal salvation to those who cooperate for the 

attainment of knowledge and good conduct. Since what the commandments 

direct are in our own power. . . the promise is accomplished.”  

Clement of Alexandria

“There is no doubt that under every temptation we have a power of 

endurance- if we properly use the strength that is granted us. 

However, possessing the power to conquer is not the same thing as 

actually being victorious. The apostle has shown this in his very 

careful language, saying “God will make a way to escape so that you 

may be able to bear it” –not that you will bear it.”    Origen
SONGS……….
A Choice to Make I have

By Rodney Keister

1.
A Choice to make I have, 
a God to glorify,
or choice to sin in this live,
I shall forever die.
2.
To serve the Lord above,
His calling to fulfill;
Whatever He does choose
will I do my Master's will?
3.
If I choose mine own way,
consequence sure will come,
on that most dreadful day,
I’ll lay my soul in Hell!
4.
Now the decisions mine,
Oh how I can choose the wrong,
for when I know what’s right,
Oh my God help me NOW!

A Charge to Keep I Have

Words: Charles Wesley, 1762 (Lev. 8:35)
Music: Lowell Mason, 1832

1.
A charge to keep I have, 
a God to glorify,
a never-dying soul to save,
and fit it for the sky.
2.
To serve the present age,
my calling to fulfill;
O may it all my powers engage
to do my Master's will!
3.
Arm me with jealous care,
as in thy sight to live,
and oh, thy servant, Lord,
prepare a strict account to give!
4.
Help me to watch and pray,
and on thyself rely,
assured, if I my trust betray,
I shall forever die.
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