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A Charge to Keep

Scripture Reading

2 Timothy 3:10-4:8

Here Paul was writing to Timothy about things to pay close attention to, I believe that If Paul would have spoke these words, he would not have said them lightly.  Let's look and listen real close to these words of instructions.

3:10 ¶ But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience,

11  Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me.

12  Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.

13  But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.

14  But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;

15  And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:

17  That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.

4:1 ¶ I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;

2  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.

3  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;

4  And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

5  But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.

6  For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.

7  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:

8  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

I.
Look what Paul went through to be a Christian

3:10 ¶ But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience,

11  Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me.

12  Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
Living a Godly live will bring persecution

II.
Paul's Charge to Timothy applies to all Christians.

4:1 ¶ I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;

2  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.

Adam Clarke's Commentary

Verse 1. I charge thee therefore before God] Whose herald thou art; and before the Lord Jesus Christ, whose salvation thou art to proclaim, and who is coming to judge the world-all that shall be found then alive, and all that have died from the foundation of the world. 

Verse 2. Preach the word] Proclaim the doctrine, the doctrine of Christ crucified, for the sins of the whole world; the doctrine, that the Gentiles are invited to be fellow heirs with the Jews, and that for Jews and Gentiles there is no salvation but by faith in Christ.

Be instant in season, out of season]  Be urgent whether the times be prosperous or adverse, whenever there is an  opportunity; and when there is none, strive to make one. The Judge is at the door, and to every man eternity is at hand! Wherever thou meetest a sinner, speak to him the word of reconciliation. Do not be contented with stated times and accustomed places merely; all time and place belong to God, and are proper for his work. Wherever it can be done, there it should be done. Satan will omit neither time nor place where he can destroy. Omit thou none where thou mayest be the instrument of salvation to any.

Reprove]  Confute, the false teacher.  Confute=disprove, show to be false

Rebuke]    Reprove cuttingly and severely those who will not abandon their sins.

Exhort]     Comfort the feeble-minded, the diffident and the tempted.

With all long-suffering] In reference to each and all of these cases.

And doctrine.] The different modes of teaching suited to each.

Verse 3. For the time will come] There is a time coming to the Church when men will not hear the practical truths of the Gospel, when they will prefer speculative opinions, which either do nogood to the soul, or corrupt and destroy it, to that wholesome doctrine of "deny thyself, take up thy

cross and follow me," which Jesus Christ has left in his Church.

But after their own lusts] For these they will follow, and hate those preachers and that doctrine

by which they are opposed.

Shall they heap to themselves teachers] They will add one teacher to another, run and gad about

after all, to find out those who insist not on the necessity of bearing the cross, of being crucified to

the world, and of having the mind that was in Jesus. In this disposition interested men often find their

account; they set up for teachers, "and widen and strew with flowers the way, down to eternal ruin,"

taking care to soothe the passions and flatter the vices of a trifling, superficial people.

Having itching ears] Endless curiosity, an insatiable desire of variety; and they get their ears

tickled with the language and accent of the person, abandoning the good and faithful preacher for

the fine speaker.

Verse 4. And they shall turn away their ears from the truth] The truth strips them of their

vices, sacrifices their idols, darts its lightnings against their easily besetting sins, and absolutely

requires a conformity to a crucified Christ; therefore they turn their ears away from it.

And shall be turned unto fables.] Believe any kind of stuff and nonsense; for, as one has justly

observed, "Those who reject the truth are abandoned by the just judgment of God to credit the most

degrading nonsense." This is remarkably the case with most deists; their creed often exhibits what

is grossly absurd.

Verse 5. But watch thou in all things] It is possible to be overtaken in a fault, to neglect one's

duty, and to lose one's soul. Watching unto prayer prevents all these evils.

Endure afflictions] Let no sufferings affright thee; nor let the dread of them either cause thee

to abandon the truth, or relax in thy zeal for the salvation of men.

Do the work of an evangelist] That is: Preach Christ crucified for the sins of the whole world;

for this, and this alone, is doing the work of an evangelist, or preacher of the glad tidings of peace

and salvation by Christ. An angel from God was first sent to do the work of an evangelist, and how

did he do it? Behold, said he, I bring you good tidings of great joy;  Behold, I evangelize unto you great joy, which shall be

to all people; to you is born a Saviour. Those who do not proclaim Christ as having tasted death for

every man, and who do not implicitly show that every human soul may be saved, do not perform the

work of evangelists; they, God help them! limit the Holy One of Israel. Yet, as far as they preach

the truth in sincerity, so far God acknowledges and blesses them and their labours; they do a part

of the work, but not the whole.

Make full proof of thy ministry.] Push all thy principles to their utmost power of activity; carry

them on to all their consequences; and try what God will do for thee, and by thee. Neglect no part

of thy sacred function; perform faithfully all the duties of which it is composed; and do God's work

in his own way and in his own spirit.

Verse 6. For I am now ready to be offered]  I am already poured out as a

libation. See Clarke's note on "Php 2:17". He considers himself as on the eve of being sacrificed,

and looks upon his blood as the libation which was poured on the sacrificial offering. He could not

have spoken thus positively had not the sentence of death been already passed upon him.
III.
We can be a Finisher Like Paul


Be like our Saviour

4:7  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:

8  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.
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