2nd Commandment No Idols

Exodus 20:3

Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

Verse 3.  Thou shalt have no other gods before me.]  Myrxa Myhla elohim acherim, no strange gods-none that thou art not acquainted with, none who has not given thee such proofs of his power and godhead as I have done in delivering thee from the Egyptians, dividing the Red Sea, bringing water out of the rock, quails into the desert, manna from heaven to feed thee, and the pillar of cloud to direct, enlighten, and shield thee.  By these miracles God had rendered himself familiar to them, they were intimately acquainted with the operation of his hands; and therefore with great propriety he says, Thou shalt have no strange gods before me; ynp le al panai, before or in the place of those manifestations which I have made of myself. 

This commandment prohibits every species of mental idolatry, and all inordinate attachment to earthly and sensible things.  As God is the fountain of happiness, and no intelligent creature can be happy but through him, whoever seeks happiness in the creature is necessarily an idolater; as he puts the creature in the place of the Creator, expecting that from the gratification of his passions, in the use or abuse of earthly things, which is to be found in God alone.  The very first commandment of the whole series is divinely calculated to prevent man's misery and promote his happiness, by taking him off from all false dependence, and leading him to God himself, the fountain of all good.

Exodus 20:4

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:

THE SECOND COMMANDMENT 

Against making and worshipping images. 

Verse 4.  Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image]  As the word lop pasal signifies to hew, carve, grave, &c., lop pesel may here signify any kind of image, either of wood, stone, or metal, on which the axe, the chisel, or the graving tool has been employed.  This commandment includes in its prohibitions every species of idolatry known to have been practised among the Egyptians.  The reader will see this the more plainly by consulting the notes on the ten plagues, particularly those on chap. xii. 

  Or any likeness, &c.]  To know the full spirit and extent of this commandment, this place must be collated with De 4:15, &c.: Take ye therefore good heed unto yourselves-lest ye corrupt yourselves-and make you a graven image, the similitude of any figure, the likeness of MALE or FEMALE.  All who have even the slightest acquaintance with the ancient history of Egypt, know that Osiris and his wife Isis were supreme divinities among that people. 

  The likeness of any beast.-hmhb behemah, such as the ox and the heifer.  Among the Egyptians the ox was not only sacred but adored, because they supposed that in one of these animals Osiris took up his residence: hence they always had a living ox, which they supposed to be the habitation of this deity; and they imagined that on the death of one he entered into the body of another, and so on successively.  This famous ox-god they called Apis and Mnevis. 

  The likeness of any winged fowl.-The ibis, or stork, or crane, and hawk, may be here intended, for all these were objects of Egyptian idolatry. 

  The likeness of any thing that CREEPETH.  The crocodile, serpents, the scarabeus or beetle, were all objects of their adoration; and Mr. Bryant has rendered it very probable that even the frog itself was a sacred animal, as from its inflation it was emblematic of the prophetic influence, for they supposed that the god inflated or distended the body of the person by whom he gave oracular answers. 

  The likeness of any FISH.-All fish were esteemed sacred animals among the Egyptians.  One called Oxurunchus had, according to Strabo, lib. xvii., a temple, and divine honours paid to it. Another fish, called Phagrus, was worshipped at Syene, according to Clemens Alexandrinus in his Cohortatio.  And the Lepidotus and eel were objects of their adoration, as we find from Herodotus, lib. ii., cap. 72.  In short, oxen, heifers, sheep, goats, lions, dogs, monkeys, and cats; the ibis, the crane, and the hawk; the crocodile, serpents, frogs, flies, and the scarabeus or beetle; the Nile and its fish; the sun, moon, planets, and stars; fire, light, air, darkness, and night, were all objects of Egyptian idolatry, and all included in this very circumstantial prohibition as detailed in Deuteronomy, and very forcibly in the general terms of the text: Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in the HEAVENS above, or that is in the EARTH beneath, or that is in the WATER under the earth.  And the reason of this becomes self-evident, when the various objects of Egyptian idolatry are considered. 

To countenance its image worship, the Roman Catholic Church has left the whole of this second commandment out of the decalogue, and thus lost one whole commandment out of the ten; but to keep up the number they have divided the tenth into two. This is totally contrary to the faith of God's elect and to the acknowledgment of that truth which is according to godliness.  The verse is found in every MS. of the Hebrew Pentateuch that has ever yet been discovered.  It is in all the ancient versions, Samaritan, Chaldee, Syriac, Septuagint, Vulgate, Coptic, and Arabic; also in the Persian, and in all modern versions.  There is not one word of the whole verse wanting in the many hundreds of MSS. collected by Kennicott and De Rossi.  This corruption of the word of God by the Roman Catholic Church stamps it, as a false and heretical Church, with the deepest brand of ever-during infamy! 

This commandment also prohibits every species of external idolatry, as the first does all idolatry that may be called internal or mental. All false worship may be considered of this kind, together with all image worship, and all other superstitious rites and ceremonies. See [Ex 20:23].

Exodus 20:5

Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;

Verse 5.  Jealous God]  This shows in a most expressive manner the love of God to this people. He felt for them as the most affectionate husband could do for his spouse; and was jealous for their fidelity, because he willed their invariable happiness. 

  Visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children]  This necessarily implies-IF the children walk in the steps of their fathers; for no man can be condemned by Divine justice for a crime of which he was never guilty; see Eze 13:1-9. Idolatry is however particularly intended, and visiting sins of this kind refers principally to national judgments.  By withdrawing the Divine protection the idolatrous Israelites were delivered up into the hands of their enemies, from whom the gods in whom they had trusted could not deliver them.  This God did to the third and fourth generations, i.e., successively; as may be seen in every part of the Jewish history, and particularly in the book of Judges.  And this, at last, became the grand and the only effectual and lasting means in his hand of their final deliverance from idolatry; for it is well known that after the Babylonish captivity the Israelites were so completely saved from idolatry, as never more to have disgraced themselves by it as they had formerly done.  These national judgments, thus continued from generation to generation, appear to be what are designed by the words in the text, Visiting the sins of the fathers upon the children, &c.

Exodus 20:6

And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.

Verse 6.  And showing mercy unto thousands] Mark; even those who love God and keep his commandments merit nothing from him, and therefore the salvation and blessedness which these enjoy come from the mercy of God: Showing mercy, &c. What a disproportion between the works of justice and mercy!  Justice works to the third or fourth, mercy to thousands of generations! 

The heathen had maxims like these.  Theocritus also teaches that the children of the good shall be blessed because of their parents' piety, and that evil shall come upon the offspring of the wicked:-  

     eusebewn paidessi ta lwia( dussebewn d' ou. 

                                  Idyll. 26, v. 32.

     Upon the children of the righteous fall 

     The choicest blessings; on the wicked, wo.

 That love me, and keep my commandments.]  It was this that caused Christ to comprise the fulfilment of the whole law in love to God and man; see [Ex 20:1]. And as love is the grand principle of obedience, and the only incentive to it, so there can be no obedience without it.  It would be more easy even in Egyptian bondage to make brick without straw, than to do the will of God unless his love be shed abroad in the heart of the Holy Spirit.  Love, says the apostle, is the fulfilling of the law; Ro 13:10.

 (KJV)
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